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Description 
The course is on fictional realism, the view that there are fictional characters. In 
particular, it is on abstract creationism, the variety of fictional realism according to 
which fictional characters are actually existing abstract objects. The course will be 
structured about Lectures I-III and VI of Saul Kripke’s Reference and Existence and 
Chapters 6-8 of Anthony Everett’s The Nonexistent. 
 
Topics to be covered will include some of the following: arguments for and against 
the existence of fictional characters; arguments for and against the creation of 
fictional characters; the distinction between instantiating a property and instantiating a 
property according to a fiction; the differences, if any, between fictional and mythical 
objects; negative existentials; the identity and distinctness of fictional characters; and 
(relatedly) the number of fictional characters. 
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