Philosophy 8700—Seminar: Metaphysics

Spring 2014
Instructor: ~ Ben Caplan
Time: T 3:55PM—6:40-PM 4:00 PM - 6:45 PM
Location: 353 University Hall
Office: 372 University Hall
Office hours: W F 2:15 PM - 3:00 PM, or by appointment
Email: caplan.16@osu.edu
Description

This seminar is on recent work on the metaphysics of propositions. In a previous
seminar, we covered Jeffrey C. King, The Nature and Structure of Content (OUP, 2007)
and Scott Soames, What is Meaning? (Princeton UP, 2010). In this seminar, we will
cover some of Jeffrey C. King, Scott Soames, and Jeff Speaks, New Thinking about
Propositions (OUP, 2014) and Peter Hanks, Propositional Content (OUP, forthcoming).
Time permitting, we might also cover some of Trenton Merricks, Propositions (ms.)
and work by Caplan and Tillman.

Peter Hanks and Jeff Speaks will be visiting the seminar this semester. Hanks is
coming 4 February. Speaks’s visit hasn’t been scheduled yet.

Requirements

The course grade will be based on one seminar paper (10-15 pages) and your
participation during the Hanks and Speaks visits. The seminar paper will be due at
the end of the semester. Participation will count for a third of your final grade.
During their visits, Hanks and Speaks won’t be presenting; rather, they will be
answering your questions. We will spend the seminar meeting before each visit
preparing for the visit. You will be expected to write up and submit a draft of a
question before the seminar meeting before the visit.

Schedule

The schedule will depend in part on when Speaks visits. A detailed and updated
schedule will be maintained on Carmen. As usual, the last two or three seminar
meetings in April will be cancelled to allow you time to work on your papers.

Academic Misconduct

In accordance with Faculty Rule 3335-5-487, all suspected cases of academic
misconduct will be reported to the university’s Committee on Academic Misconduct.
For  further details, see the Code of Student Conduct at
studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.



Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services
will be appropriately accommodated and should inform me as soon as possible of
their needs. For further information, see the website of the Office of Disability
Services at www.ods.ohio-state.edu.



